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|*~—| Article

A Cultural Feminist
Construal On

Salman Rushdie’s SHAME

Vijaya Praveena G
Dr. R. Suriya Prakash Narayanan

Abstract

Salman Rushdie, an eminent author of
historical fiction and magical realism, incorporated
the idea of women’s liberation into many of his
writings. In recent years, one of the primary topics
emphasized globally has been gender inequality
and the necessity for women’s empowerment.
Masculinity and femininity play significant roles
in the behaviour of some characters in Salman
Rushdie’s book Shame. Shame’s characters
have a rising need to identify their identities,
but this desire is not only a personal one for the
characters, it also has implications for Pakistan
as a whole. The majority of the characters in the
novel are allegoric representations of real-life
Pakistani political personalities. Additionally,
they stand for various political and social eras in
the nation’s history. This article tends to analyze
Salman Rushdie’s novel Shame in a cultural
feminist perspective.

Key words: Inequality, Gender, Marginalized,
Patriarchal, Feminist, Culture,Rebellion, Honour,
Periphery, Oppression, Women Characters.

One-dimensional perspectives on feminism
are common when discussing it. It seems
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pretty clear how the members of the opposing
sex differ from one another and what physical
characteristics each should have. But it's not quite
as simple as that to set men against women.

The concept of feminism may be examined
on a much more extensive and nuanced level
in the framework of post-colonial literature.
Numerous post-colonial writers explore feminism
and gender issues while expressing their views
on post-colonialism. The very prevalent belief
that women are ‘other” or “‘marginalized” in any
colonized nation, including India, is justified
by the post-colonial perspective on feminism.
Politics predominates in the post-colonial feminist
discourse. Defeating injustice and oppression
is a key concern. Men’s dominance of women
and women’s resistance to fight against that
oppression and injustice are the foundation of
gender politics, which is the basis of feminism.

Following Virginia Woolf’s definition of
women'’s position in the patriarchal system that
is pervasive throughout the world, millions of
her sisters are represented in this statement. In
the following remarks, she laments the dismal
situation of women:

By, QF@pamiuiesr
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“ Avery queer, composite being thus emerges.

husband.” (Woolf 41)

to the outside world and access to knowledge.

his platforms.

By, G @paiufsir

: empowerment, but when viewed through a
Imaginatively, she is of the highest importance; :
practically she is completely insignificant. She
provides poetry from cover to cover: sheis all but :
absent from history. She dominates the lives of :
Kings and Conquerors in fiction; in fact she was :
the slave of anyboy whose parents forced a ring :
upon her finger. Some ofthe most inspired words, :

some of the most profound thoughts in literature : which is a Muslim rule of behaviour, perpetuates

fall from her lips; in real life she could hardly read, : the gendered role of feminine passivity by

could scarcely spell, and was the property of her denying women access to other meanings of

: feminism. As the storyteller of Shame, Sharamsy

The core of Simone de Beauvoir’s well-
known observation and proclamation that women :
are “the second sex’ is the notion that a woman :
is defined and distinguished in relation to a man :

rather than a woman with reference to a man. : . )
Despit | leoislati q Hituti E an extension of the male relatives on whom she
espite several legisiation and constitutionat : 4o reliant, which may be her father, brother, or

protection senacted in support of Indian women, : husband, according to the viewpoints of women.

this is still the case. She is still defined in terms : ‘Sharam’ is a family honour that needs to be

of the man, she is still seen as his inferior. The : preserved. If a woman disagrees with these male

woman has, however, experienced a change of : .
¢  €Xp & : member reps, she is called ‘shameless’ because

perspective, beginning to regard herself as an : they have no identity of their own. As a result,

autonomous individual as a result of her exposure : o . iy .
: shame is viewed as a uniquely feminine trait.

: Shame cynically mocks the matriarchal structure

Rushdie regularly juxtaposes eastern and :
western elements in his writings. His works
can address a variety of main topics, including :
gender discrimination, conflicts with culture, :
history combined with fantasy, and political :

satire.Shame is an early piece that focuses on : . )
yPp : is referred to as her mother’s shame since, by

Pakistan’s history, foreshadowing its political : birth, she should have been a boy. It is planned for

reception. Salman Rushdie’s feminist project, : ‘his’ life even before ‘he” is born since her parents,

Shame, his dream of female revolt, reveals the : Raza and BilquisHyder, are so certain that their

deep socio-cultural disparities that have shaped : first child will be a man. Raza’s incredulous cry,

Pakistan’s history and reconstructs the country’s @ 4 .0 .4 quickly: "Genitalia! Can! Be! Obscured.”

grim political past. Many commentators praise (Shame94) —he castrates his daughter and treats

it as feminist literature, yet it's 1ronic since the : her like a castrated boy while searching for the

male narrator of the book subjugates the female : slightest sign of a male sex organ on her body.

characters, as can be deftly examined. Rushdie : According to Aijaz Ahmed, “...SufiyaZinobia,

challenges nationalism, state censorship, coups, ' the girl who was supposed to have been a boy,

assassinations, and rigged elections by utilising : o . g0 Gpe ol ¢, the demented

magic-realism, dream realms, and fairylands as : child, who was born blushing, and is Shame

: personified” (Ahmed 145).
Shame is a study of a defeated culture

fmf“ a psychological perspectiv'e. Rushdie book’s several disjointed, erratic, and straggling
typically creates a sense of connection betwgen : tales and its eye-catching title. From childhood
the C?ntfihsed aI}d, eXChédefd,}?y his d,lc}l}cle on, she has been plagued by a constant sense of
to wr11,te ¢ er-story’ Instea © 1s‘—s"cf> ty- g : guilt that accompanies her throughout her life,
novel's focus 15 on women s privilege and : building until it finally explodes as a beast to

feminist lens, it also challenges the idea that
women’s accomplishments are constructed by
men. Women are the one tangible item that the
stifled male ego finds appealing. This thing must
be protected if it belongs to the woman or taken
from her if it belongs to someone else.

The Urdu counterpart of ‘Shame,” or ‘Sharam,’

mbolises humiliation, awkwardness, propriety,
modesty, shyness, and the idea of having a
predetermined position in the world.

A woman’s honour is nothing more than

in the name of challenging the patriarchal order.
The epiphany of the woman’s search for self-hood
is that she has several identities, none of which
can be identified as her genuine self.

The main character of the story, SufiyaZinobia,

SufiyaZinobia serves as the link between the
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punish male offenders. Her upbringing views
her as a sign of shame, which greatly contributes
to her becoming associated with the image of
being a woman in slavery. Women's feelings of
inadequacy fuel the beast inside of them, making
it more and worse every day. Sufiya transforms

into an enraged angel with plans to execute four : in his female characters creates a fresh way to

‘goondas’ following their intercourse with her : yiew his female characters.

: three sisters” agreement to sign up their wealth
and productive land in order to pay off their debts
: only serves to highlight how India’s fractured
: ethnic groups isolate themselves from the outside
: world and survive by pawning their valuables.
: Rushdie’ suse of regionaland political congruence

and twist off the head of the guy her sister is :

ordered to marry.

The peculiaraspects of her character highlight : 4ctual ‘Pakistan’ shows his aptitude for creating

how terrible it is to look at women'’s shame —if : , fully realized magical realistic narrative. His

only it could be seen. Consequently, Rushdie is : portrayal of Shakil’s three daughters represents

: : ) - :
successful in portraying women’s humiliationas : the prytal demonization that women experience

anger and pride in oneself as opposed to shame, in a society where men predominate. One of

respect for one’s family, and modesty.

the patriarchal system, which denies a woman's
inherent individual right. The fictional house
serves as a metaphor for the social ‘cage’ that the

female protagonists’ lives revolve around. In the women have towards male offspring.

Rushdie’s use of the name ‘Peccavistan’ for his

: fictional nation while drawing inspiration from the

the three sisters is pregnant, and the other two

The imprisonment of the three female :
characters by their father Mr. Shakil in a mansion :
and the treatment of subjugation criticising their :
latent desire behind the walls are symbolic of

are attempting to hide their humiliation, which
illustrates the fear of how women’s sexuality is
regarded by the socio-political authorities. In
addition, the birth of Omar, the male protagonist,

. and the tension that arises from the three mothers
: having to share their child are blatant parodies of
: the emotions and psychological complexes that

end, the only kind of female subjugation that can :

be recognised as patriarchal control in the book is :

repression. Moral and theological restrictions on : mother Bilquis to reveal her secrets to Raza

repression reveal the lengthy history of societal : in order to gain the favour of her husband’s

injustice against women.

“Repression is a seamless garment; asociety : to crumble and she eventually gave up to the

which is authoritarian in social and sexual codes, : Jemands of society. After receiving a new name
. 4

which crushes its women beneath the intolerable : Bilquis felt compelled to seem happy in her new

burdens of honour and propriety,breeds : position as Raza’s spouse. She found herself

repression of other kinds as well.” (Shame 173).

The patriarchal society forced Sufiya’s

: extended family, even in their marriage. But
: soon after the marriage, her individuality began

estranged in her new surroundings, which had

The female characters Chhunni, Munnee,
and Bunny can be easily identified as representing :

three forelmost cgltural schisms: Ind1a_n, Pak}stan'l, : technique and the author, who establishes the
and English. This can be done by using aniconic : .\ 0 cpo 0040 cioro The storv of Rani
reading of these women. Religious allegory is : P y. y
. . . . : Harappa and her husband, the overthrown leader
incorporated into the narrative by their female : . .
careeivers. who represent the three major - Iskander Harappa,provides evidence of another
In diagn reli’ ions as I;—Iin dus. Christians a]n d: instance of women’s repression. Rani exposes the
Muslims Tlg1eir home which: ‘s an allusi,on to : realities of the outdated system and unveils the
India symbolically, demonstrates the impact of aspects of hdel:bhusbani S dogm?tlc carzer tha’{
both native and British sectors. The variety of : were marred by concetl, corruption, ahd socta
languages used throughout the nation is reflected : injustice. Despite her husband’s immoral lifestyle,

in their creation of a private language among Rani was forced to remain passive in the story of

themselves. Similar to how the death of their : Iskander as told by his wife. Her voice becomes

father Shakil left them in debt,the end of British : Passive in such a patriarchal environment, and

authority led to economic turmoil in India. The : She has only chosen embroidery as a means

QFLIL_LpLiT 2024
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stolen her sense of self.

The narrator subtly defends both his narrative

By, QF@pamiufesr

2 GFHA lHE D



of expressing her uniqueness. She becomes :
accustomed to merely listening to her men :
and not to debate or tell stories in this society’s
: with dignity by repudiating their despicable

circumstances.

public life by opposing RazaHyder’s policies. In
order to challenge masculine control and secure :

Arjumand, “the Virgin Ironpants” Harappa, in this

gallery of female characters in the book. Benazir :

Shame is not something that men should
feel since it would damage their self-worth.
This means that they may only carry themselves

Rani’s intricate stitchine on twelve shawls behaviour. Rushdie thus genderizes society by

& on : making it feminine. Men completely give up
gradually exposes her husband’s treachery of : culture because they view it as feminine and so
both herand the country. Similar to how she : . .
does, Arjumand Harappa actively participatesin : glve Up consciotisness.

Rushdie’s depiction of women takes up a
significant amount of the book. Given that sexism

a place in history, Arjumand set herself apart : is a prominent issue, the lack of any notable

from other mainstream women. The irony is that : male spokespeople from the oppositional and

she emulates herarchetypal father, who stands oppressed stratum in the book is a signpost

for patriarchal authority, political dishonesty, : towards a feminist perspective. Rushdie should

and authoritarianism, and uses him as her ideal : be applauded for these portrayals as he has

role model. We see a cold and desexualized : frequently referred to himself as a sort of socialist.

: WORKS CITED

Bhutto, a former Pakistani prime minister, is :
generally known and regarded as the inspiration :
for Arjumand Harappa’s persona. The Quran’s :
strong opposition to female leaders is documented
in the book Women and Politics in Islam, which :
examines Benazir Bhutto’s trial. Bukhari says, “A :
nation that appoints a woman as its ruler shall
never prosper.” (Zakaria97). However, some :
women have gained high-ranking roles in politics

in nations like Pakistan, Bangladesh, and India.

The desire for vengeance against their :
men and the male-oriented customs that have
formed their despair is a feature shared by all of :
the main female protagonists in the story. They :
accomplish this explicitly or secretly. To honour
this transformation, Sufiya really turns into a :
were wolf and eats men. She has the ability to :
gain power by using her shame. Her flushingisa :
psychosomatic phenomenon that causes her face :
to burn fiercely. Her face is scarlet, a sign of her :
embarrassment as well as the simmering wrath :
inside women. Sufiya is a symbol of the endeavor
to envision an alternative outcome for women :
who experience male control and violence. :
Larger cultural sensibility and a higher level of
consciousness are natural gifts given to women. :
They have the potential to be innovative. Sufiya :
feels shame as well, but she directs her anger at
other people instead of herself. Her ability to :
sense not just her own humiliation but also the :
unsaid humiliation of others —especially men—

makes her a particular kind of woman.

By, G @paiufsir

70

Ahmad, Aijjaz. In Theory: Classes, Nations,
Literatures, Oxford University Press,
NewDelhi,2002.

Beauvoir, Simon de. The Second Sex,
H.M.Harshley, London: Vintage, 1997.

Dayal, Samir. The Liminalities of Nation
and Gender: Salman Rushdie’s Shame. The
Journal of the Midwest Modern Language
Association. 31. 2 (Winter, 1998): 39-62. Print.

McLeod, John. Beginning Postcolonialism.
Manchester and New York: Manchester
University Press, 2000. Print.

Rushdie, Salman.Shame.London: Vintage,
1995. Print.

---. “PW Interviews.” Publishers Weekly. 224
(November 11 1983): 49-50. Print.

Woolf, Virginia. A Room of One’s Own,
UBSPI. 1999.

Zakaria, Rafiq. Women and Politics in Islam:
The Trial of Benazir Bhutto. New York:

New Horizons Press, 1990.
°

Vijaya Praveena G,

Full-Time Ph.D. Research Scholar,

Department of English and Foreign Languages,
Alagappa University, Karaikudi, Tamilnadu- 630003.
E-mail:praveendhaya97@gmail.com

Dr. R. Suriya Prakash Narayanan,

Research Supervisor, Assistant Professor and Head,
Department of English, Govt. Arts and Science College
for Women, Paramakudi, Tamilnadu- 623707.

QFL1_LbLiT 2024

2 FHA g0



%Article

A Glimpse of the
Marutupandiyas

and Kalaiyarkaoil
in Historical Perspective

B. Kanaga & Dr. R.Balaji

Abstract

If you just say temple in Tamil, it means
Thillai and Thiruvaranga. Apart from them, I
. would say that the Kalaiyarkoil near Sivaganga
. hashad ahistorical impact. Its ancient name has
/ -ﬁ been given as Khanapareyil, Thirukkunnaper
Y " . . 5
ey and Thalayilanganam in Sangam times. It has

- been called Somanathamangalam since the
sixteenth century CE. The Sangam period,
Vengai Marban established a fort
called Khanapareyil in the Pandya
country and conquered the Sinhala
armies. Kalaiyarkoil has an ancient
Shivalayam which holds various
historical events. There are
shrines of three deities namely
Kaliswarar, Someswarar and
Sundareswarar in this temple.
In this article, we will have a
detailed historical overview
of the glory of Kalaiyarkoil
and the connection between
Kalaiyarkoil and the Maruthu
Pandyas.
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Introduction

Someswara and Sundareswara.
History of Kalaiyarkoil

Throughout Tamil Nadu's history, there
has been much discussion about how dense the
forest is around Kanapparail. During the time
of the imperial chozas, this forest must have

gone to Eelam.

Connection between the Maruthupandis and
the Kalaiyarkoil

After the Pandyan rule, the town came
under the rule of Madurai Nayaka kings,
Ramanathapura Sethupathi kings and Sivagangai

Its height is 155%2 feet and width is 93 feet.

The Marudu brothers had an idea to build
a tirture to add pride to the Rajagopuram of this
temple. It was decided to hold a chariot festival

By, G @paiufsir

: accepted this responsibility with pride and joy.
The Swarna Kaaleeswarar Temple in {)uflr;;[;e;et‘lzesdvgseire CSOSI:H ‘totjomed the wheels
Kalaiyarkovil, Sivaganga, Tamil Nadu, India is y ghed chariot.
devoted to the Hindu God Shiva and was under :
the reign of the Maruthu Pandiyar. There is an :
immense Shiva temple. The Kalaiyarkovilisowned : an idol of Ganesha, the thuthikkai of Ganesha
by the Sivaganga Raja's family. The organization :
is managed by their Devasthanam and a trust
established by the Zamindar family of Devakottai. :
The temple houses Lord Swarnakaleswara as
the main deity along with separate shrines for :
: and receive only the daksinah that is due to
me on the day of the chariot. Wages were paid
: immediately to the labourer’s. As requested by
the Chief Sculptor, only the daksin amount due
: to him remained unpaid. The chariot was also
made very well and the chariot started running
. for the first time on Thaipusa festival.
been wider than it is today, up to Tirumeyam in :
Fdut i A noghbouig v W10 | i st h chari, we unce
border of Kanam. The researcher speculates that : char%ot and secretly placed a wedge so that the
. . : chariot could not run. Both the Marudu brothers
Rajarasa, Rajasendra and many others must have : ho did not know thi v tried to flae off th
moved their large army through Kanaberail and : VRO G O know TS cagerly tried fo L ag Ot H1e
: newly designed chariot and launch it. When the
villagers started pulling the chariot eagerly, the

: chariot refused to budge.

When the first sculptor took the chisel in
order to create the chariot and tried to make

got ruined. Worried about this, the sculptor
should immediately meet the great Maruthu and
immediately give him the wages for making the
chariot. He said that since the chariot is being
conducted under my leadership, I will ask for

Kuppamuthu Asari, who went to perform

Only then did Periya Maruthu remember the

. sculptor. He realized that he had forgotten to give
dakshina to the sculptor for designing the toad.
: After this they called him.

kings. The Kalayarkoil was a strong military :

stronghold for the Marudu brothers. Kalaiyarkoil : . . .

. . . . : specially designed, ask and give me whatever you

has an ancient Shivalayam which holds various : c 1o o

. . . : want. The sculptor said, " Give me your crown
historical events. There are shrines of three : " .

" . : and sceptre." I should wear them and come in

deities namely Kaliswarar, Someswarar and : . . .

. . : the chariot for one day only. He said that is my

Sundareswarar in this temple. The sanctum : : . .

. . . 1. . - Dakshina too. When the Sculptor said this, the

sanctorum lingam at Kaliswarar Sannidhi is : _ . .

. . . .+ chinnamarutu who was nearby drew his sword

unique. The Goddess here is Sornavalli. Raja : _ . . .

. 1 : with rage, the periyamarutu interrupted and

Gopuram opposite the Someswarar Sannidhiwas : .. ,

built by the Marudu brothers (18th century AD). : said, “The Sculptor had already told me. I had

Y Y " ¢ also told him that on the day of the Chariot, he

would give him the daksinah he asked for. One
: day he asks himself. Let us fulfil his wish,” he
said, taking away the crown, sword and sceptre
: he was wearing.

during Thaipusam festival and the responsibility :
of chariot making was entrusted to Kuppamuthu :

Asari from Malakandan village. The sculptor him and went under the chariot to worship the

Periya Maruthu said, “As the chariot is

The sculptor wore what the king had given
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chariot. The public also pulled the chariot with
great fanfare. While returning to the chariot
position, the sculptor who was on the chariot
tripped and fell down on his head unexpectedly.
The sculptor's life was also cut off as the chariot
wheel ran over him.

“The greedy man is dead” as many gazed
upon the dead sculptor while his right hand was
holding the silk garment around his waist. When
I opened the silk garment, there was a palm leaf
in it. The Marutupandians took it and read the
writings on it.

“Manna, when I started to make the chariot,
the hymn of Lord Ganesha got corrupted, so
when I, who knew astronomy as my lineage,
looked at the pearl, I knew that the king would
die on the day the chariot began to run”. May our
childhood king who builds many temples and is
the guardian of poor people live for hundreds
of years.

Old me bought their crown and sceptre
thinking I had lived enough. Our Marutu kings

QFLIL_LpLiT 2024

will give whatever they ask” I wrote this message
on a piece of paper. It was written "Long live
the Maruthu Pandyas, long live the Sivaganga
Sea ". For the Sculptor's sacrificial act, outside
the Kalaiyarkoil, a statue of Kuppamuthu, the
sculptor standing in worship to the Lord, was
erected looking at the temple.

Kuppamuthu Asari who sacrificed his life for
the sake of the common people that it is the duty
of the citizen to protect the king, the father-in-law
Marudu Pandyas who gave up his position for
the sake of the Kalaiyarkoil Chariot, who lived
in such a sacrificial manner, it is our honor to be
born in Tamil Nadu soil!

When they fought against the British (1800-
1810), the Kalayar temple was an important
battleground. Its history is long. On October 1,
1801, the British captured the Kalaiyarkoil. Due
to their love for the people and their attachment
to the temple, the white people moved 78000
soldiers from their army to another place, and
to fight to save the temple, the small Maruthu

: surrendered with a bullet in his thigh, and

73
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artificially brought his disease to the rescue and
made the big Maruthu surrender as well.

soldiers were executed mercilessly.

into the background.

Conclusion

History says that the Maruthu Pandyas
were very powerful. What else would the great :
Marutu who built the Madurai Gopuram do
without guarding the Kalisar Gopuram? "What :
if' is a complex question in history. But those : 8. "Stamps 2004". Indian Postal department.
who have read Chinna Maruthu's "Jambudweepa :
Pragadhanam", those who understand the
battlefield of that time and those who have deeply 9. "Thousands pay homage to Marudhu Brothers".
studied the great war effort of the East India :
Company will understand what I am saying. :
It is appalling that we lost the opportunity to
overthrow the British rule for the sake of the :
temple tower. Today's Tamil youth should :
understand. What I said is not a story, but a
fact. The Battle of Kalayar Temple is a symbol :
of India's liberation. (The Vellur Fort Sepoy
Revolution followed, and the Sepoy Revolutionin :
North Nadu in 1857 several years later.) Maruthu

Pandyar's contribution to Indian history is very :

important.

By, G @paiufsir
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