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1. J. S. Cummims, The Tavels and Controversies of

Friar Domingo Navarrete, 1618-1686, London, 1910,
p. 302.

2. E. Arno Lehmann, It Began at Tanquebar (Translated
by M.J. Lutz), Madras, 1956, p. 10

3. Ibid., pp. 83-84.
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O Novo Testamento: Isto he, todos os Sacro Sanctos
Livros e Escritos evangelicos e apostolicos do novo
concerto de nosso Fiel Senhor Salvador e Redemptor
Jesu Christo: Traduzido em Portugues pelo Padre Joam
Ferreira d” Almeida, Ministro Pregador do Sancto
Evangelo, Com todas as Licencas Necessarias, em
Amsterdam, por Joam Crellius, 1712.

E. Arno Lehmann, It Began at Tanquebar, pp. 35-36.

Archiv der Franckesche Stiftungen, Halle (hereafter
AFSt), IC 16: 40

AFSt, IB2: 6-4.

A Brief Account of the Measures taken in Denmark
for the Conversion of the Heathen in the East Indies,
London, 1715, pp. 11-12.

Ibid., p. 26.
E. Ao Lehmann, It Began at Tanquebar, p. 119.

S. Jeyaseela Stephen, Tamil History: The Spread of
the Publishing Industry and Technology, 1578-1873,
New Delhi, 2020, p. 57.

Imitacam de Christo: Dividida em tres livros escritos
em Latin pelo veneravel Thomas de Kempis no anno
de 1441 traduzidos em Portugues por Diogo Vaz
Carrilho, Natural de Lisboa, Tangambar, Officina
da Real Missao de Dinamarca, 1724.

Sachsische Landesbibliothek, Dresden (hereafter
SLBD), Differenca da christandade em que
claramenta se manifesta a grande desconformidadle
entre a verdadeira e antiga doutrine de Deus e
a falsa e novo doutrina dos homens traduzia de
castelhano em Portuguez pelo P. Joam Ferreira A.
D’ Almeida, ministro pregador do S. Evangelho na
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India Oriental, Conforme a Impressao de Batavia de
1660, Segunda Impressao, Tangambar, na officinal de
Real Missao de Dinamarca anno de 1728.

Psalmodia Evangelica, ou livro de cantigas espirituaes,
tiradas de varios textos e muytos lugares da escritura
sagrada, da theologia positiva e moral, e de outros
livros asceticos, Tangambar, Officina da Real Missao
de Dinamarca, 1744.

British Library, London (hereafter BL), Microfilm,
Eighteenth Century Collections, Range 11168, Novo
Testamento traduzido em Portuguez pelo padre Joam
Perrieria d” Almeida.

AFSt, C 85, Os cinco livros de Moyses, chamados
1. Genesis, Il. Exodo, lll. Levitico, IV. Numeros, V.
Deuteronomio. Com privilegio real, Tanquebar, Em
India Oriental na Costa de Coromandel, na officina
real Missao de Dinamarca, Anno de 1719.

O Livro dos Psalmos de David com toda diligencia

traduzido de texto original na lingoa Portuguesa,
conferido com as outras translacoens e em muitos
passos declarado pelo padre Benjamin Schultze,
missionario del rey de Dinamarca e minstro palavara
de Deus, Trangambar em India Oriental na costa
de Coromandel, na estampa da Real Missao, no
anno de 1721.

AFSt, Halle, C 54; Biblioteca do Execito, Lisboa
(hereafter BEL), Cota: 11232-19-4. Os Doze prophetas
menores, convem a saber, Hoseas, Jowl, Amos,
Obadias, Jonas, Micheas, nahum, Habacuc,
Sophonias. Haggeo, Zacharias, Malachias, Com toda
diligencia traduzidos na Lingoa Portugueza pelos
padres Missionarios de Tangambar, Tangambar, na
officina da real missao de Dinamarca, Anno de 1732.

Bibliothek der Franckesche Stiftungen (hereafter BFSt),
Halle, 66 C 12; Biblioteca do Exeacito, Lisboa, Cota:
11229-19-4. Os livros historicos do velho testamento,
convem a saber, o livro de Josue, o livro dos
Juizes, o livio de Ruth,o primeior livio de Samuel,
o Segundo livio de Samuel, o primeior livio des
reys, o Segundo livro dos reys, o primeior livro das
chronicas, o Segundo livio das chronicas, o livro
de Esdras, o livio de Nehemias, o livio de Esther,:
Taduzidos na lingoa Portugueza pelo Reverendo
Padre Joam Ferreira A. D’Almedia, ministro Pregador
do santo Evangelho na Cidade de Batavia; revistos
e conferidos com o Texto original pelos padres
Missionarios de Trangambar, Trangambar, na officina
da real missao de Dinamarca, Anno de 1738. There
is also a copy of the book at British Library, London.

AFSt, 63 F 26, O Livro dos Psalmos de David
traduzido na lingoa Portuguesa, pelo reverend
padre Joam Ferreira A. D’Almeida minstro pregador
do santo evangelho na cidade Batavia; revisto
e conferido com on texto original pelos padres
missionaries de Trangambar, Tangambar, na officina
da real Missao de Dinamarca, anno de 1740.
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22.

23.

24.

25.
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27.

BEL, Cota: 11230-19-4. Os Livros dogamticos do
velho testament, convem a saber, O livro de Job,
os Psalmos de David, os proverbios de Salao, os
ecclesiastes de Salamao, os cantares de Salamao,
traduziods na lingoa portuguesa pelo reverend Padre
Joam Ferrreira a. D’ Almeida, ministro pregador
do santo Evangelho na cidade de Batavia; revistos
e conferidos com o texto original pelos padres
missionaries de Tangambar, Trangambar, na officinal
da real Missao de Dinamarca anno de 1744.

BFSt, 66 C 12; Biblioteca do Exercito, Lisboa, Cota:
11231-19-4. Os quatro prophetas mayors, convem
a saber, Esaias, jeremias, com as lamentacoens
de Jeremias, Ezechiel, Daniel: Dos quaes os tres
primeiors sao traduzidos pelo reverendo Padre Joam
Ferreira A.d’ Almedia, Ministro Pregador do santo
Evangelho na cidade de Batavia; e quarto pelo
Reverendo Padre Christovao Theodosio Walther,
Missionario de Trangambar: mas todos revistos
e conferidos com o Texto original pelos padres
Missionarios de Tangambar, Tangambar, na officina
da real missao de Dinamarca, Anno de 1751.

BFSt, 66 C 12 (1). Os Cinco Livros de Moyses,
convem a saber, I. Genesis, Il, Exodo, Ill. Levitico,
IV. Numeros, V. Dueteronomio: traduzidos na lingoa
Portugueza Pelo Reverendo Padre Joam Ferreira A.
D’Almeida, ministro Pregador do santo Evaneglho na
Cidade de Batavia; Revistos e conferiods com o texto
Original Pelos Padres Missionarios de Tangambar,
Tangambar, na officina da real missao de Dinamarca,
Anno de 1757.

Primeria parte do novo testamento de nosso Senhor,
e salador Jesus Christo, que contem os quarto
Evangelistos convem a saber: S. Matheus, S. Marcos,
S. Lucas, S. Joao, Taduziods em linguae Portugueza
pelo Reverendo Pdre Joao Ferreira A. de Almeida
Ministro pregador do Santo Evangelho na cidade de
Batavia, Revistos e conferidos com on texto original
pelos padres Missionarios de Trangambar, na officina
da real misssao de Dinamarca, Anno de 1760.

BEL, Cota: 11233-19-4. O Novo Testamento: isto he
todos os sacrosantos livros e escritos evangelicos e
apostolicos do novo concerto de Nosso Senhor e
Redemptor Jesu Christo / trad. Padre d’Almeida; rev.
Missionarios de Tangambar, Tangambar, na officina
da Real Missao da Dinamarca, 1765.

Georg Christian Knapp, et.al ed. Neuere Geschichte
der Evangelischen Missions-Anstaltenzu Bekehrung
der Heiden in Ostindien, Waisenhaus, Halle 1770-8/95,
1848, vol. Ill, p. 38.

Det Kongelige Bibliotek, Kobenhavn, (hereafter KB),
3-470, O catechism menor para o uso da escola
Portugueza,, Segunds Impressao, Fangambar, na
officina da Real Missao de Dinamarca, anno de 1792.
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Politics of Silencing
Women Writers:

A Study on the Writings of

K. Saraswathi Amma

Joshila Katherin C J
Dr. Priya Jose K.

and forgotten.

1. Introduction

propaganda that is concealed within the common
notion of the human psyche. Explicitly these may have
the deportment of an objective (as aforementioned),

this moulded neat societal affiliations reveals a biased,

Artcle

Individual behavior is regulated by the societal : prejudiced, and discriminated realm. A wellregulated

conscience and the hegemonic ideology that :

controls and manipulates the society interferes in : behaviour of the people that prompts individuals to

- respond accordingly. This organized and sustained

the life and thought process of the people. To this :

dominant dogma of the mainstream, the marginalized :

class showcases their response as imitation or as : encounter and handle any form of resistance or

resistance. Throughout centuries women writers have : conscious entanglement of, or against existing intrinsic

penned their works to counter this dominant ideology

: the underlying haughty ideology of the global society.

but a male-dominant stance lingers over their writing :

as they produce it in the expected way whether itis : The waves and various stages of women’s movement,

an imitation or resistance. The power structure and . and the hardship and struggles undertaken by each

the politics of the society are unable to hold a writer : and every female in establishing her space had been

who is liberated enough to exhibit her true genius. witnessed by the world. The constraints endured

K. Saraswathi Amma was a writer who wrote not to :

resist but to express her true self and this was not : to react physically and ideologically. Even though

accepted by ﬂ’le System‘ She was igl'lored, neglected, E lt iS impOSSible tO a,nnillilate tl'le common feehng Of

. considering women as subservient, to a great extent
: the system was able to amend and adapt to cater to
: the needs of women who were once suppressed and

The objective criterion of societal implications has : now demanded space. As John Stuart Mill puts it in

a domineering stance over the mundane subjective : The Subjection of Women, how drawing equality of

realm. Every exhibited action of the individual : Women and men is a difficult task, he elaborates

could be analysed under the light of this manifested :

subconscious strata had been embossed onto the

system of society is capable enough to receive,

order. Feminism, from its beginning itself, had sparred

prompted women to realize the power they possess

Rather, the difficulty is one that exists whenever

something is being defended against a mass of feeling.
: Just because the opposing view is strongly rooted
. in feelings, it is psychologically strengthened rather
unbiased, and fair outlook but rather dissection of

than weakened by having the weight of argument go

: against it. (1)
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This psychologically strengthened view flourishes :
: the template of the thinking process and the style
. lavishly offered by the power regime are swallowed
blindly by the majority of female writers. Peripherally,
. the works created by the women writers may seem
: to create defiance against the power regime. Still, in
: reality, the exerted oppositions are very well contained
in the politics of power. The texts created by the writer
: thus become a distorted image of their free will and
. expression.

theories, and works but a deeper analysis points to :

the fact that gender, as a social construct and as a : .
, , . : for women globally, the experiences faced by women
conscience, takes up a pivotal role in most of the :
: could never be defined on a common ground. Thus

works of women writers. They either write to imitate, : . .
: every struggle and pain that came across and is

resist, or to prove their worthiness. It shadows their : , ° = 7 internationally becomes regional, and

writing. The question asked by Sandra Gilbert and : every story of oppression suffered regionally becomes

Susan Gubar in their seminal work The Madwoman " international. As Flaine Showalter points out,

in the Attic, “If the pen is a metaphorical penis with :
what organ can females generate texts?” (7) reflects :
in most of the works of female authors. The social :
system and its institutions had attained flexibility :
enough to adapt to the various forms of resistance
initiated by women, especially through literature. With  :
a common acceptance of the notion that actions may :
have reactions, the system had widened its horizon :
to appreciate the confrontations. The women writers
who bore the wave of the revolution were recognized :
and celebrated. But in the process, some women who :
were able to go beyond the box of gender, limitation, :
and system were neglected intentionally and forgotten :
deliberately .Such a one was K Saraswathi Amma, :

: considered great by the literary world intentionally

the writer from Kerala, India who had excellently . berates and outcasts those writers who fail to fit into

cast off her gender conscience and crafted numerous : o 1ainciream cate gory. To stand in equity with the

exceptional works. This paper attempts to analyse her hegemonic masculine world, female writers exert

life and works to understand the stance of the power 1 elves to write novels, short stories and theories

structure that knowingly denies space for a woman that deliberately oppose the ideas presented. The

: portrayal of body and bodily exposure, intentional
: and explicit openness of crude feelings, denial of

. .- normal (so-called), etc. in their works are some
Even so, the very first sentence that I would write : | i .
. instances of how women writers express to demolish

here, I said, crossing over to the writing table and the politics that refuse them an equal footing. Politics

. in Kate Millet’s words,
fatal for anyone who writes to think of their sex. Itis :

fatal to be man or woman pure and simple; one must :
: relationships, arrangements whereby one group of

o , persons is controlled by another. By way of parenthesis
Virginia Woolf suggests how a writer should be : one might add that although an ideal politics might

woman-manly or man-womanly to produce fertile : simply be conceived of as the arrangement of human

writing in her remarkable work A Room of One's 3 e agreeable and rational principles from whence

Own. Unfortunately, most women writers, when : ] .
. . . _ _ . the entire notion of power over others should be
writing to configure their space in a global literary banished, one must confess that this is not what

para}d.ig. » fail to thieve their manifested goal of constitutes the political as we know it, and it is to this
exhibiting pure genius. Instead, they tend to be seen :

. : that we must address ourselves. (23-24)
struggling to come out of the role that was once drawn :

in people, community, and system in which
women constitute an integral part; an unconscious
embellished feeling of being inferior, which may or
may not come with the tag of religion or defined
roles, governs the internal behaviour of women in
general. And women are compelled to play a role
that is framed by the hegemonic delineations. The
reaction of female writers against the oppression they
faced had enthused them to create brilliant texts,

writer exhibiting her true liberated self.

2. Women Writers and Power Politics

taking up the page Women and Fiction, is that it is

be woman-manly or man-womanly. (Virginia, 109)

by the power protocols. For imitation and resistance,

Even though feminism acts as an umbrella term

Criticism of women novelists, while focusing
on these happy few, has ignored those who are not
"great," and left them out of anthologies, histories,
textbooks, and theories. Having lost sight of the
minor novelists, who were the links in the chain
that bound one generation to the next, we have not
had a very clear understanding of the continuities in
women's writing, nor any reliable information about
the relationships between the writers' lives and the
changes in the legal, economic, and social status of
women. (7)

Focusing mainly on the writers who were

The term “politics” shall refer to power-structured
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Women writers of the postmodern, postcolonial :
: to the writing of a woman whose ideas were never
: coloured by the oppressing hegemonic politics.

But in the process, these writers tend to forget the : .
actual “her” who is not mantled by the passion to : 3. K Saraswathi Amma- A Study
prove to the world. Even if she exhibits her true :
self without the overladen anxiety for equality,
showcasing innovative propositions by going beyond : her readers. (165)
the parenthesis of power, she will become an outcast. :
She will be disregarded not only by the dominant class BC, Susie Tharu and K Lalitha jotted the above
but also by the society that includes the majority of : words about K Saraswathi Amma in their text

: Women Writing in India 600 B.C. to the Present.

society address the power-structured relationships,
where one gender manipulates others, vehemently.

female writers who are feminists.

In the introduction to the text Feminism in :
. conservative and traditional women across India,

: K. Saraswathi Amma born in 1919, took a liberal

The central point being made is that the very idea . outlook to life. Juxtaposing her with contemporaries

of personhood for third-world feminists is different ;0 o o< level, she occupies  high pedestal

in as much as the fact that the slogan “the personal : since she was able to portray her true genius through

is political” tells only half the story of the multiple ' her work which was not influenced or deviated by
dimensions of gender oppression which confront : the suppression of dominant ideologies or crushing
third-world women. To complete the third-world - 5 ventions. Being born in Kerala, she could
situation the slogan would have been married to : be categorized as a human being who was ’suppresse d

: not twice but thrice or four times. Born as a female
: of a particular class, belonging to a specific caste, in
: a nation that is a colony (then) of white oppressors,

India editor Maitrayee Chaudhari wrote:

another, “the local is global”. (xxxiv)

The third world situation, especially the situation
of India could be well identified in the slogan “the

local is global” (xxxiv). Works produced in the
. conventional thought process exhibited by the women
: across the sphere, especially by her contemporaries,

local languages in India by women writers profusely
contributed to the global vision. As analysed earlier,

most of the women writers in India had either imitated
: Malayalee readers. Her iconoclastic concepts and

their male contemporaries, reciting the female images

and relationships created by them, or had followed the :
path of Western feminists bearing the overshadowing :
: women writers in India, including feminists, the

thoughts of resisting the patriarchal society that they

are in. Despite the trend being mimicked, the reality :
- distinct that went beyond the system of power.
to below the level of the downtrodden was showcased :
through these writings. But unfortunately, the central :

: women’s education in the early twentieth century,

prowess is still lenient to the dominant masculine @ g Qo ow e de. In the article

ideology. Since the ideally drawn and preserved : Legacies of Matriliny: The Place of Women and the

power system had not made itself equipped to meet : « » . .
women who had discovered their “self”, silences their : Kerala Model” Robin Jeffry points out,

voices. These women are marginalized and muzzled
in order not to open up their genuine talent and free :
thinking. The focus of this paper is a writer from :
Kerala, India who was erased from the canons of :

: held on the land of Nair families (654-655)

literary history in spite of her famous contemporaries  :
being honoured regionally, and nationally, she was :
denied a space in the literature of Keralam. When : relatively high and being born in Nair caste in Kerala,

the other women writers around her spoke about : gqa o ia o2 ble to attain good education

motherhood, suffering, and body, she talked about and passed English School Leaving Certificate with

her views on life, independence, and intelligence of . first rank but was unable to complete her higher

women. Despite her great contribution to Malayalam gy gies, Although Kerala society had witnessed great

literature, she was silenced, muted, and wiped out : reformation and resistance from women writers, the

of the Indian feminine societal position that degrades

from the social system as its horizon was narrowed

She died in the house she had built for herself,

unmourned, and misunderstood by her family and

Tracing the women writers in India from 600

When the early twentieth century marks an era of

undeniably she suffered triple oppression. Unlike the

Saraswathi Amma depicted a world that was new to

unconventional ideologies presented were indigestible
to the readers. Even though there had been several

thoughts delineated in her works were strikingly

Contrary to the general Indian attitude towards

Before the establishment of a widespread
governmentfinanced school system in Travancore in
the 1980s, Nair girls went to the local schools that were
common throughout Kerala, and, indeed, were often

The literacy rate of women in Kerala was
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reason why Saraswathi Amma was ignored could be
because of her genius which defied gender, and her
outspoken intellectual ability that seemed dangerous
to a system that was manipulated by the patriarchal
dominance. She took the most common themes that

short story The Riches of Love, she writes,

What, really, is love? The utterly desirable urge
towards joy. The love between the sexes can differ :
from other sorts of love only in that the weight of :
worldliness hangs heavier in it. Otherwise, what :

special merit does it have? The desire for pleasure :

that arises from the difference in kind, is it a symbol members of well-defined and coherent groups: races,

of sacredness? Love is the final result of an inner : castes, classes, and sexes. For it is precise because

consciousness that attains shape when one senses the : Certain groups have no representation in a number of

prospect of great pleasure inheriting another. (Amma) . recognized political structures that their position tends

: to be so stable, their oppression so continuous. (24)
And in her only novel Premabhajanam (Darling) :

the female protagonist Louisa is in search of her : i . ‘
: groups have no representation and their oppression

other half and for this she employs the method of : | -
flirting. She has a lot of lovers but when she finally : Colntmuetsl; Even thotﬁgg th]: (.Jonc}ltlcl;ns haild Ehanged
meets her other half (who fulfils her mental and @ 2 ot as the system had obviously been ha 1tuaF1ng
physical demands), she marries him and both of : the various gr oups who were under long oppression,
them commit suicide declaring it to be the perfect : but, Saraswathi A@ma was‘ neglected, ignored, and

ification. Feminist critic ]. Devika writes, “Louisa . deleted as the politics established was unable to cope
;;néaraswaﬁ \na’s answer‘ to the non—fulf:ﬂment of . with alady who had discovered her “self”. Even when
the promises made by modernity to women. She is : she dle(;l’ hle ’ de‘ath wla,s not ;nt}cl)urr;)e‘d and thte::hnelws
one who pursues the promises of modernity to the szirgf ;?0}0733 trllI;}V/v(;o;ann ol the obituary on fhe fast
fullest, caring little for those institutions of Malayalee : pag paper.

modernity that stand in her way” (220). The societal

system that expects women to respond in a certain :

way was unable to comprehend the ideas put forth : t0 produce a structured panopticon that monitors

by Saraswathi Amma. In her short story Penbudhi :

(Women’s Wit) the readers encounter a woman : which they evolve. Everyone who comes out of the

who is well aware of her potential, who has great : framework will be ignored. As Judith Butler pointed
intellectual ability, and who uses it efficiently. The :

portrayal of the character Vilasini in the same work :

Saraswathi Amma portrays a woman who maintains
an intellectual friendship with her male companions
denying all romantic interests. Vilasini is the projection
of those women whose great skill and intelligence
are looked on with fearful apprehension. In 1957,
in a society where women were considered to be

inferior, Saraswathi Amma’s stories were an open :
challenge to everyone. “Vattu Saraswathi” (crazy :
Saraswathi), despite her craziness, had been trying to :
teach a society the strength of a woman who is free of :
all the bondages of the male-dominant society. The :
system and its power regulation were not enough :

_ : political intersection, the expected role the gender had
to accommodate a women writer who was not °

: manoeuvred by the controlling authoritative dogma.
: The politics of the mass was not ready to derive a
: section to allow a female writer to express her free
: will and genuine spirit. As Kate Millet points out in
. Sexual Politics,

ruled the literature then, especially the themes of :
love and marriage and presented it in a new light. :

: that we develop more relevant psychology and

She voices revolting thoughts and ideas through her philosophy of power relationships beyond the simple

characters that horrify and shock the reader. In her conceptual framework provided by our traditional

: formal politics. Indeed, it may be imperative that we

It is opportune, perhaps today even mandatory,

give some attention to defining a theory of politics
that treats of power relationships on grounds less
conventional than those to which we are accustomed.
I have therefore found it pertinent to define them on
grounds of personal contact and interaction between

In the recognized political structure certain

When gender becomes interwoven with the
cultural and political aspects of a society, it is required

subaltern groups with their constructed regulations in

out in Gender Trouble,

If one “is” a woman, that is surely not all one

: is; the term fails to be exhaustive, not because
a pregendered “person” transcends the specific
: paraphernalia of its gender, but because gender is
: not always constituted coherently or consistently in
. different historical contexts, and because gender
. intersects with racial, class, ethnic, sexual, and regional

modalities of discursively constituted identities. As a
result, it becomes impossible to separate out “gender”
from the political and cultural intersections in which
it is invariably produced and maintained. (3)

As it is difficult to separate “gender” from the
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to play is also cemented onto the cultural arrangement :
of a system, when this is not fulfilled it brings :
negligence. This was the case of Saraswathi Amma. :
The anticipated purpose of gender as a woman :
writer was not realized by Saraswathi Amma and :
when she portrayed her characters and her works it :
perilously displayed her inner strength that formidably
challenged the towering authoritative force which :
in turn resulted in the deliberate disregard of such :
a writer in the history of Kerala. Saraswathy Amma :
possessed, as Elaine Showalter puts it, “Finally, there is
a phase of self-discovery, a turning inward freed from :
some of the dependency of opposition, a search for
identity” (19). And Saraswathi Amma was well aware :

of her identity which was reflected in her works.

4. Conclusion
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